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Poem Explication
Sadness Is Not a River by Lonny Kaneko
Introduction
The poem depicts sadness as not something that is in motion but rather a stationary situation that is out of control. It has filled the interior of its prisoner and it now even is expressed outwardly towards the environment of its victim. It is such a powerful force that it penetrates all the wounds and scars of the past and present like an infectious virus reminding the victim of his life of misery, betrayal, and mistrust. The sadness is like a wounded beast that attacks anyone who tries to confront or come near it. Revealing its inner pains every moment it is provoked. It is a restless evil that is hard to hide. Consuming its victim like a fire in the blossom causing no room for joy.  The joy caused by the youthful stage, which lues people close but eventually, as age precedes the intensity of inner wounds does not allow for fake expression. There is a season for each circumstance and here is summer once again. The heat of the sun rays melt away all the snow and clears the skies. The environment that was so dumped and foggy with mist and moisture all over turns into an awesome summer morning with the sweet sunshine offering a wonderful atmosphere. Through the storm and the winters of life no matter how harsh the weather, summer comes and all is left as memories. The coming of each season has its own challenges. we face every day with confidence and hope regardless of the situations and circumstances we have been through, whether good or bad, life has to go on.
Poem Structure and Style
The poem is made up of loose free verses of 18 lines. The lines are broken at the end and start in the next line or sentence. The poem flows from one sentence into the other in a prose format making it a narrative as it is intertwined through the lines and joining the sentences makes it one. The narrative poem has employed no rhyme scheme or specific pattern in its writing. The poem is made of loosely jointed free verses with some consistency. 
The poem starts off with a sad expressing sadness figuratively in a negative connotation, it is not a flowing river but rather a flood. Kaneko symbolizes the emotion to a river and goes ahead to exploit the character of the unusual river. The poem turns to explore the causes of sadness, without joy sadness sets in, hence, the question arises where did it go? (ln 7). As the poet expresses joy the poem is at its climax/peak and starts lowering where he introduces June the queenly creature. The pace of the poem start slowly then begins to climb to a high pace at lines 7, 8, 9 and 10 from where the pace starts to lower slowly up till the end of the poem. The pattern of the pace of the poem is regular following a normal distribution curve (Hussein, Hussein, Meyer-Sickendiek, & Baumann 45).
Rhetorical Situations
The poet raises a question on joy (ln 7, 8), asking where it went. He refers to it as a beautiful long-legged demon of youth indicating to us how it has the tendencies of walking out sooner than we expect. The aspect of it being able to draw my of men and women shows how powerful joy is. A reason for referring to it as a demon is with reference to the power of drawing people of all nature and its ability to disappear allowing sadness to dominate. The rhetorical question triggers the reader to review the importance of joy. The immense power that joy explosives and the impact of its existence even to the outside world. The reader is drawn to value the moments of joy and release that June is coming (Baumann, Timo, Hussein, & Meyer-Sickendiek 13).
The other rhetoric is on the coming of June where artistically the poet symbolizes the coming of winter in a creative manner which leaves the reader in owe. The poet is concerned about the reader's state and the impending seasons. Kaneko deliberately puts across his thoughts on how seasons are real and occur in our day to day lives. The twists and turns of life can only be measured by the level impact they cause emotionally and physically, however, there is no situation that is permanent in life but they only exist in phases and seasons. The poet registers that we should not dwell so much on the current situation but rather focus on the future because even as summer light fades, the pain of raising and failing will not stop us from living each day with the expectation of a better tomorrow.
Figurative Language
[bookmark: _GoBack]The allusion is well illustrated in (ln 4) Douglas fir, is a variety of wood that grows along the river and is used for many functions of craft and construction. The wood is also a favorite of ants and pest because it is soft texture, therefore the poet uses these to alluded how sadness eats up even the good part of an individual. In (ln 6), he alludes a flame to ignite out of the quietness of depression which drowns the victim into oil and kerosene which can explode any time. The aging banks overwhelmed by the rush and the snow accumulation is an allusion of the state of sadness and its adverse effect on the victim, he/she is almost breaking down out of pressure (Hussein, Hussein, Meyer-Sickendiek, & Baumann 45). 
Symbolism is demonstrated widely in the poem, from (ln 1) where the poet refers to a river as memories. The flood is memories that are still embedded in the mind of the victim while a flowing river indicates continuity of life and forgetting of the past.  The light of summer represents hope for a new season and event (ln 16). The summer light fading the pain of raising and failing are the variations in human life that we expect to handle in our day to day activities (Ln 17 18),  “blur light and darkness into ordinary gray” some situations appear hopeless but eventually, we triumph and victory is ours. (Ln 16). The struggling through foggy thoughts and ailing vision illustrates the uncertainties face in life (Ln 15). The poet asks, ”Where is June, The queenly creature that soars through clouds…” portraying June as a living being (Baumann, Timo, Hussein, & Meyer-Sickendiek 13).
There is the use of a simile “my mother rises like the winter sun” which shows how early and proactively the mother wakes up and ensures there is a change for better (ln 14). A Metaphor “When day reopens Its morning window” (ln 13, 14) gives the day an ability to have a window like a house and open it in the morning as people do in their houses of which literally is not practical (Baumann, Timo, Hussein, & Meyer-Sickendiek 13). It is an indication of a new opportunity to change the circumstances at hand. Personification is illustrated in different scenarios. Sadness is given the ability to sit, “Where it sits soaking into the horizon” (ln 5). The month of June when summer starts is called a queenly creature and is given eyes to blaze like sunshine (ln 9, 10, 11). 
Conclusion
The diction of the poem is casual with a clear flowing message. The poem is purely rational and with a concurrent message that illustrates the ability of sadness to thrive and destroy but for a season. However, bad times do not last and the renewal of a new era of transition is revealed. The poem is concluded with and symbolism of hope for a better future regardless of the pain we experience, rising and failing will led us to a greater future.
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